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BATON ROUGE — After
heated debate, the House
on Monday removed. a new,
minority district in Sheeve-
port that had been added
in committee and granted
Rapides Parish lawmakers’
request to realign their dis-
tricts.

But the arrangement that
Rep. Chris Roy, D-Alexandria,
worked out with 5149 House

approval could be in jeop-
ardy Tuesday as Rep. Frank
Howard, R-Many, pushes an
amendment that would undo
the deal and alter other dis-
tricts,

Howard’s proposal
be first up when the House
convenes at 10 am. to resume
debate on HBI by Speaker of
the House Jim Tucker, R<Ter-
rytown.

Newly elected Rep. Alan
Seabaugh, R-Shreveport,
urged the House to remove
the new minority district
from the bill. He said the
black population in Shreve-
port has not increased since
the 2000 Census, so the mum-
ber of black districts should
not increase,

He said creating a. new
minority  district  “defies
logic" and that the Vot-

will

decide to run, he and fellow
Repubtican Rep. Richie Bur-
ford of Stonewall would have
been in a district agamst each
other. ;

The House voted 5746 —
not quite a straight partisan
split — to return. Tucker’s bill
tothe way. it was filed w1t11 29
minority districts. -

District 3 Rep. Barbara
Norton of Shreveport joined
white legislators in arguing
to strip the new district. She
said she was concerned that
it weakened her district so
much that she or any other
minority couldnt get re-
elected,

Democrats Bobby Badon
of Carencro and Jim Fannin of
Jonesboro and independent
Joel Robideaux of Lafayette
also voted with Republicans.
Republican Brett Geymann
of Lake Charles and inde-
pendents Michael Jackson
of Baton Rouge and Ernest
Wooton of Belle Chasse vot-
ed with Democrats.

In an early morning
Republican Caucus meet-
111{, iwo top members of the
Jindal administration urged
Republicans to remove the
district that Rep. Rick Gallot,
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D-Ruston, added in commit-
tee. ’

Rep. Jane Smith, R-Shreve-
port, who chairs the caucus,

* said she invited Gov. Bobby

Jindal's chief of staff, Timmy
Teepell, and his executive
counsel, Stephen Wagues-
pack, so they could voice the
administration’s. position on
the issue.

The administration’s
involvement was contrary
to the governor’s opening
speech in which he urged

' lawmakerstotake abipartisan
' approach to redistricting and
. not let party politics interfere,

as it has in Washington; D.C.
He said they should
“come together as Louisi-

anans first, not as

licans or Democrats:

' He also indicated he would
| stay out of legislative business

but he earlier said he wanted

| two vertical Congressional

districts in the northern sec-
tion of the state.
The minority district issue

sPht the Caddo delegation.

I

strength
in District 3 and*voters would

not be able fo elect a minority”
Proponents of keeping the
district, including minority:
Reps. Roy Burrell and Pairick
Williaros of Shreveport, said
decreasing the black popula-
tion in Nerton’s district from
887 percent to 63.7 percent left
plenty enough voting strength
for a minority candidate to
“No one needs 88 percent

or 89 percent to win in a dis- -

trict,” said Rep. Patricia Smith,
D-Baton Rouge, who chairs
the Legislative Black Caucus.
Gallot argued that the'US.
Justice Department, which

. must review the state’s plan to

comply with the Voting Rights
Act,isnot going to like that the
House had the opportunity,to
create a minority district and
didn'tdo it.

In a surprisé move eatlier in
the day the House approved
creating three legislative dis-

tricts within Rapides Parish’

instead of splitting it among
four representatives, as: Tuck-
er’s bill originally did. i

Rep. Chris Roy, D-Alexan-
dria, offered the amendment
50 he and Reps. Herbert Dix=
on, D-Alexandria and Chris
Hazel, R-Ball, could represent
the entire parish.

HBI, as approved by com-
mittee, would have split the

parish among four represen-
tatives and shifted districts so
that Roy was to run against
i?lp' James Armes, D-Lees-

Under  the amendment
co-authored by Roy, Armes,
Dixon, Hazel and Rep. Robert
Johnson, D-Marksville, the
Alexandria  representatives
keep roughly their present
districts. But Rep. Rick Nowl-
in, R-Natchitoches, and Rep.
Billy: Chandler, R-Dry Prong,
would run against each other.

- Nowlin and . Chandler
argued. against the amend-
ment.

Roy recounted for the
House how Tucker's plans
initially had him running
against Nowlin, then against
Armes, then Dixon and,
before the amendment,
against Armes again. With
his amendment, he’s in a dis-
trict by himself.

Butasthe Houseadjourned
for the day, Rep. Frank How-
ard was proposing an amend-
ment that would undo Roy’s
amendment and affect sev-
eral other districts, includ-
ing Seabaughs, which was
restored when the Shreve-
port minority district was
removed.

“Mr. Speaker, it’s nice to be
loved in this chamber,” Roy

said.
- “Can you feel the love?
Thltllncker\ asked fmm behm' d

“I can feel the love,
told the House.
The- vote in favor was
mostly Democratic, but sev-
eral Republicans voted with
the Cenla delegation.
Rep.:Sam Little tried but
failed to undo an amend-
ment attached in committee
that restored much of Rep.
Kay Katz's district in’ north
Monroe. The entire Oua-
chita delegation, sans Little,
argued against it. ;
Tucker did not object to
an amendment by Rep. Tay-
lor Barras, D-New Iberia, .
that shifted one precinet in

" Roy

Loreauville from the new

St. Martin-Tberia-Lafayette -
lmnonty District 93 into
his district. By doing so,
thes minority percentage
increased in whiat was to be
District 93.

The House approved an
amendment to shift the dis-
trict number 93 back to New
Orleanis if districts are renum-
bered, It was the first district
where a-black representative,
Ernest “Dutch” Morial, was
elected to the House. :

The new Acadiana  dis-
trict will receive a dlﬂ'erent



